Amixture of ZnCl 2 ·2H 2 O(0.5 mmol), succinic acid (H 2 suc, 0.5 mmol), and 2-methyl-1H-imidazole (mi, 0.5 mmol) was adjusted to pH =6.5 by addition of aqueous NaOH solution. The resulting solution was filtered, the filtrate was allowed to stand on air at room temperature for seven days for crystallization. In the crystal structure, the Zn(II) atom is four-coordinated by two Na toms from different 2-methyl-1H-imidazole molecules, and two Oa toms from two succinat ligands in ad istorted squareplanar environment (figure). Each succinic ligand bridges two neighboring Zn(II) atoms in abidentate mode, forming achain along [001]. The chains are decorated with 2-methyl-1H-imidazole ligands at one side. The O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds lead to the formation of three-dimensional structure.
Discussion
The bidentate organic acid and the secondary N-containing ligand played an important role in the formation of achain structures [1] . The Natoms from the secondary ligand may occupy two coordination positions of metal ions. The rest of the coordination positions are available for other carboxylate ligands, allowing the formation of achain structure. In the crystal structure, the Zn(II) atom is four-coordinated by two Na toms from different 2-methyl-1H-imidazole molecules, and two Oa toms from two succinat ligands in ad istorted squareplanar environment (figure). Each succinic ligand bridges two neighboring Zn(II) atoms in abidentate mode, forming achain along [001] . The chains are decorated with 2-methyl-1H-imidazole ligands at one side. The O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds lead to the formation of three-dimensional structure. 
